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4. Have Disaster Supgrtries ou lHand
o Flashlight and extabattertes.

" ?ortable battery-operated iadio and exha batteries.

o First aidkit andmanual
o EmergencY food aud watei:
o Nonelectrio cau oPener.

o Essential rnedicines.
o Cash ancl credit cards.

o Stm'd] shoes.
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What to Do lBef'ore am Ean"thrylake

Earttrquakes strike suddeuly, violently and without warning. Identifuing potential hazards ahead of time and advance

piariring can reduce the daugers of serious l"jrry or loss oiiif" ftorui 
"aithquakg. 

Reqairing deep.piaster cracks in

ceilings and foundations, anchoring overhead.lighting fixhues to the ceiling Jnd foilowing local seismic buildine

staadards, willh"lp reduce 1fus impact of earfhquakes.

Slx Ways to Fnan Aheadl

1. Check fonHazards.iutheHome
o Fasten shelves secure$to walls.
o Place large or heavy' objects on lower shelves-
o Storebreikableitems such asbottled foods, gIass, and chinain low, closedcabinets withlatches'

o llang heavy items such as picfures and Eirro; away ftom beds, couches, and anywhere people sit'

o Btace overhead liglt fixtures
o Repair defective e-iectical wiring and leatrry gas connections. These are potential fir'e risls-

o Seiure a water heater by shapping it to the wall studs aud. bolting it to the floor-

o Repair any deep cracks'in.rilLgl or foundations. Get expert advice if there are signs of strucfural defects'

. Store weef Uffirr, pesticides, arid.flr*rnable products securely in closed. cabinets wittr latches and on

bottomshelves.
f

2. Idenffi Safe Flaces hldoons aud Outdoorc
o Under sturdy furniture such as a heavy ilesk ortable.
o Agaiust an inside wall.

" Away from. where glass could shatter aiound windows, mirors, pictrues, or where heavy bookcases or

otherheavy fumiture could fail over.
o Il the op"i, 

^*ry 
fl-om buildings, h-ees, telephone and elechical lines, ovelpasses? or elevated

expres$ilays

3. Educate Yoursetrf andi I'amitry Memhers
o Coutact your. local. 

"-rrg.o"y -anagement office or Americau Red Crross chapter for more infomratioa on

earthqua'kes. Also read the "How-To Series" for infonaation ouhow to protect your property fl-om

earlhquakes.
o Teach childreu how aud.rheu to call 9-1-1, police, or fir'e deparfuaeut aud which radro statrou to fune to

for emergeucY informatiou.
' o Teach all famiiy racr:rbers how and when to tum off gas, elechicity, and water.
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