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What to Do After an Earthouake ' .

Bxpect afiershocks. These secondary shockwaves ate usually less violent than the main quake buf can bs sirong
enough to do additional damage to weakened sirctures and can ocenr in the fixst hours, days, weeks, or even
months after the quake. '
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Listen to a batiexy-operated yadio ox television. Listen. for the latest smergency nformation.

“Use the telephone only for emergency calls.

Open. cabinets cawiiousky. Bewars of objects that can fall off shelves.

Stay avyay from damaged aveas. Stay away-unless your assistance has been. speciﬁcal_ly:xeqﬁrastad by police,
fire, or relief organizations. Retwn home only when authorities say it is safe. ,

“Be aware of possible tsumamis if you live in eoastal areas. These #re also knowras selsmic sed Waves

(mistakeenly called "tfidal waves"). “When local authorifies issue a tsunami warning; assyme that a series of
dangerous waves isom the way. Stay away from the beach. g
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Help iﬂ:;{;}léggl‘ trapped QE;ES-OIES. Remember to helb'ygur neighbois who ma;_.r- -xé'quixs sp‘@eia;l El_SEiS'E?L]_lEB such,
as infimgs, the clderly, #nd people with disabilities. Give first aid where appropriate. Do'not move sexiously
injured persons unless they are in immediate danger of further injury. Call for help. -

Clean up spilled medieines, bleaches, gasoline or other flammable lignrids immediately, Leave the area if
vou smell gas of fumes from other chemicals. " ' o

Inspecf {he entire length of chimneys for damage. Unnoticed damage could Jead to a fire.
% . .
Inspect wiilities. - . Lo - ]
& Chzele for s ledks. If you smell gas or hear blowing or hissing-noise, open a window and. quickly leave
the building, Tum off the gas at the outside main valve-if yon can and call the gas company from a
neighbor's home. If you mun off the gas for any reasom, it must be turned back on by aprofessional.

o Look for elecirical system. damage. If you see sparks or broken or frayed vrires, or if you smell hot
insulation, fom offthe electricity at the main fise box or cieuit breaker. If you have to step m water 10 get
o the fuse box or citcuit bréaker, call an electrician first for advice.

o Check for sq*}“xfagé and water lines damage. If you suspect sewage lines are damaged, avoid using the
toilets and calk a plumber. If water pipes are damaged, contact the water company and avoid using water
- from the tap. You can obtain safe water by melfing ice cubes.



